VS.
A HISTORICAL BATTLE




“OPERATION HEMP"

THE DEA LAUNCHED “OPERATION HEMP — HELP ELIMINATE MARIJUANA PLANTING"
DURING 1979 IN AN EFFORT TO ERADICATE ILLEGAL CANNABIS CROPS. OVER THE
NEXT DECADE, THE PROGRAM RECEIVD AN ANNUAL BUDGET OF $3.3 MILLION FOR
45 STATES TO FUND HELICOPTER PATROLS AND MAINTAIN A TOLL-FREE HOTLINE.

THE SOUTH BEND TRIBUNE. JULY 25, 1984

Operation HEMP takes
offensive against pot

By DAV'D GOODMAN
Associated Press Writer

DETROIT — Operation HEMP
— for Help Eradicate Marijuana
Planting — got off to a quick start
with discovery of a $20,000 plot of
the illegal weed in Washtenaw
County.

Shortly after a Tuesday news
conference in which law enforce-
ment officials announced plans to
crack down on pot growers in
Mlchlgan Stale l‘ollce Dlrector

The acuon resulted from a citi-
zen tip, the aim of Operation
HEMP, said State Police Maj. Lew-
is Smith in Lansing.

No arrests were made, accord-
ing to Smith. The owners of the
land on which the plot was discov-
ered will be interviewed and ar-
rests could follow, he said. The
names of the property owners were
not released.

State police did not initiate the
investigation but Hough “stopped
to see a typical situation,” Smith
said.

Law enforcement officials say
crackdowns on narcotic imports

gamarijuana farms in
{awaii have
ard Michigan, turn-
to a major produc-

becoming a major
center for marijuana production,”
Hough said.

Last year, police uncovered
more than 600 marijuana fields in
Michigan, with crops valued at $45

\Crackdown

million, Hough said at a joint news
conference with the federal Drug
Enforcement Administration.

“We believe that is a very small
sample,” he added.

The state police and DEA have
set up a “major offensive” against
the illegal crop, Hough explained.

Dubbed “Operation HEMP,” the
program includes increased use of
helicopter patrols and the use of a
toll-free hotline — 1-800-235-H EMP
— to encourage people to report
suspected marijuana farmers.

The counties along the Michigan-
Indiana border and the northern
lower peninsula communities of
Traverse City and Alpena appear
to have the largest concentration of
pot fields, the authorities said.

“It doesn’t take a great deal of
land,” Hough said, explaining that a
20-foot by 20-foot plot could earn a
grower $30,000 or more.



ASSAULT ON HEMP
BIRDSEED

THE DEA TELLS U.S. CUSTOMS
TO STOP AND SEIZE A TRACTOR-
TRAILER LOADED WITH NEARLY
20 TONS OF STERILIZED HEMP
SEED SHIPPED FROM CANADA
TO A BIRD-FEED FACTORY IN
DETROIT, MICHIGAN.

A LENGTHY BATTLE IN COURT
RESULTED IN THE RELEASE OF
THE SEED BY U.S. CUSTOMS
AND CLEARANCE FOR THE
CANADIAN HEMP PRODUCER
TO CONTINUE SHIPMENTS.

BATTLE CREEK ENQUIRER, OCT 5, 1999

Customs pecks

Hemp-based
seed seized
on DEA order

CATHERINE Tsar
Associated Press

DETROIT — Finding impurities
in Jean Laprise’s birdseed is like
finding 14 in a million. And that’s

" what has him in trouble.

Nearly 20 tons of seed made from
industrialized hemp are sitting in a
Detroit warehouse after U.S. Cus-
toms agents discovered traces of the
chemical that gets marijuana smok-
ers high.

“It’s ridiculous,” Laprise said.
“There are no psychoactive ingre-
dients in birdseed.”

And the war against drugs rages
on.

The U.S. Customs Service
impounded the birdseed Aug. 9.
Spokesman Dean Boyd said agents
were just acting on the advice of the
Drug Enforcement Administration,
which counts marijuana as a con-
trolled substance.

But Laprise, the Ontario farmer
whose company shipped the seed
over the border, says the birdseed

. doesn’t qualify because the seeds
i are sterilized.
Rogene Waite of DEA public
, affairs referred questions to the
federal Controlled Substances Act,
which backs Laprise’s assertion.
Though hemp and marijuana
belong to the same plant species of
Cannabis sativa, they differ sub-
. stantially. While smokers can get a
- high off the 4 percent to 20 percent
:  of a marijuana leaf that has tetrahy-
drocannabinol, or THC, there’s
only 1 percent of the stuff in indus-
trial hemp.

Laprise’s birdseed had about .0014
percent.

“It boils down to how many zeros
- do they want,” Laprise said. “Is it
| zero, zero point zero, or zero with

at wild birdseed

10 zeroes behind that?”

In Canada, farmers can grow
hemp legally, and THC levels of up
to 0.3 percent are tolerated, Laprise
said.

The seizure was the first for his
company, Kenex Ltd,, in its first
year of selling commercially.

Since then, 17 loads of hemp oil,
nuts, granola bars, horse bedding
and meal have been recalled by
U.S. Customs. Boyd declined to
say what would happen if Kenex
can’t comply.

The recall includes 45 boxes of
hemp-seed granola bars made by
Nutiva, a Kenex customer in Cali-
fornia. The recall and its effects
on Kenex have already forced one
layoff at Nutiva, said company
president John Roulac.

“Just as sales are exploding, the
DEA pulls this action,” Roulac said.
“One of the largest distributors in
the U.S. was planning to pick up our
bar, and they backed out after they
heard the government was threat-
ening action against us.”

Now, Laprise said, the company
has verbal permission to ship fibers
and horse bedding. But the hold
on other shipments has Laprise
eyeing layoffs in his 20-person staff
within the week.

“It’'s been quite an ordeal, both for
us and our customers,” he said.
“It’s pretty well shut down our
business from a grain perspective.”

Hemp has been used in rope,
paper, clothing and door panels
on cars.

The crop’s versatility had helped
Kenex’s farmers find success out-
side of traditional corn, soybeans
and tomatoes, Laprise said.

“We grow this with no use of
pesticides or herbicides, which is a
major step forward from an agri-
cultural point of view and an envi-
ronmental point of view,” Laprise
said. “It just doesn’t get any better
than this, and here we have drug
laws being created to prevent this
from happening.

“It’s a little strange.”



TRIBAL HEMP TARGETED

ARMED DEA AND FBI AGENTS IN BULLETPROOF VESTS RAID AND
DESTROY A HEMP CROP GROWN BY ALEX WHITE PLUME OF THE

OGLALA LAKOTA NATION IN SIOUX FALLS, SOUTH DAKOTA.
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American Indian family’s hemp
crop destroyed by federal agents

TRIBAL SOVEREIGNTY: ““| asked them
| permission
to grow the crop, a take my plants if
cousin of marijuana. ew they
weren't really
drugs. They told
me it was to deter
other Lakota from
doing what | was
doing, and
[ cultivated crop of industrial or . U because they
| hemp. nent to marijuana. wouldn’t
o The raiders — two dozen offic- The crop the White Plume fam- differentiat
S ers in bulletproof vests. 12 vehi- fly had was industrial hemp, a e
Q cles, two airplanes and a helicop-  cousin to the more mar- between
N ter — used weed-caters (o chop fjuana but without mere than a iiuana and
5  down the 8- to 10-foot-tall plants. trace of THC. Officers at the raid marij X
~ “They acted like they expected ecven admitted to White Plume hemp_
¢y us to be s or some- that his plants were known by 5
> " said White Plume. “We them not to be marijuana. Alex White Plume
< were trying to build our family’s  “They told me they had gotten member of the
<y - future with a useful crop, follow- some leaves from my crop earlier Ogala Lakota Nation
% all the tribal ordinances on and tested it.” he said. “They told
o land. hey don't have the me it tested out at less than 1
a right to do this fo us.” percent THC content.” U.S. Attomey Tom McBride, in
o After served with the scarch ~ That left White Plume even a conversation that day,
< warrant, White Plume went down more puzzied about the need for sed to call the plants any-
5 tothe hemp field and tried to get  the assault and seizure. thing but marijuana.
in among the plants. ' “I asked them why they would has given the DEA
% “When | within a couple take my plants if they knew they the authority to define marijuana
~  yards of the field. a U.S. | weren't really drugs,” White and there are court cases that

pointed a machine gun at me and
told me to halt,” White Plume
said. He was not arrested.

Plume said. y told me it was
to deter other Lakota from doing
what | was doing, and because

uphold their authority to consider
hemp as marifjuana without rela-
tionship to the THC content.”
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DEA targets hemp-based foods

WASHINGTON ~— Federal
agents are taking a potshot

burgeoning popularlty of

hempbased energy bars,
dressing and chips, onierlns
stores to strip shelves of products
that contain even trace amounts
ofbpaychoactlve ingredients by
Feb. 6.

The hemp industry says that
the new

Drug Enforcement

Administration rules are killing has lost

the $5 million-a-year sales of

hemp-based food products, and

are eontmry to more than 60

government pollcy

whlch sought to distinguish in:

5 m“:;'“"&?i;‘ Bite polk
tol 0ppos!

said Wirtshafter,

fouMer o('l‘he Hempery in Guys-

ville, Ohio, which sells hemp food
pmdm:&.oﬂandclothmg

three major accounts be-
cause of the DEA actions, and
claimed the federal decision has
dampened a flourishing market
for he which began to
flourish flve years ago.
The DEA rule puts hemp for
human consumption in a class of
that includes heroin
LSD if it is found to contain
any amount of tetrahydrocannab-
inols, or THC, the psychoactive
ingredient of marijuana.

ATTEMPT TO BAN HEMP FOODS AND BEVERAGES

THE DEA ATTEMPTS TO BAN HEMP FOODS CONTAINING "ANY AMOUNT" OF
TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL (THC) IN A NEW RULE ISSUED DURING OCTOBER
2001. THE HEMP INDUSTRIES ASSOCIATION (HIA) AND SEVERAL OTHER
PLAINTIFES FILED AN "URGENT MOTION FOR STAY,” WHICH WAS GRANTED
IN MARCH 2002 FINDING THAT "THE DEA DID NOT HAVE AUTHORITY UNDER
THE CSA TO BAN OTHERWISE LEGAL PRODUCTS."”



ATTEMPT TO BAN HEMP FOODS AND BEVERAGES, AGAIN

A NEW RULE ISSUED BY THE DEA DURING MARCH 2003 ATTEMPTED TO
BAN HEMP SEED AND OIL FOOD PRODUCTS, ONCE AGAIN. BASED ON THE
PREVIOUS CASE, THE HIA AND SEVERAL HEMP FOOD AND BODY CARE
COMPANIES FILE AN URGENT MOTION TO STAY. THE 9TH CIRCUIT COURT
OF APPEALS ISSUED AN UNANIMOUS DECISION FAVORING THE HIA IN 2004.

SANTA MARIA TIMES, FEB. 7, 2004

Court rejects bid 0 outlaw hemp foods

D Decision against
DEA celebrated
by plant’s industry

{ TERENCE CHe
ASOCATIO P55

SAN FRANCISCO — Reject:
ing one front of the govern-
t's drug war, a federal ap-
court ruled Friday the
United States cannot ban the
sale of food made with natural
hemp that contains only trace
amounts of the

Associated Press

Medicinal olntments made from hemp are sold Friday ot the front
" counter of a dispensary in Hayword.

hemp. products. The
US. cmm Court of Apm!.s The Hemp Industries Assoct:  said foderal Jawyers will review
had suspended the prohidition amn which represents more  to “make a determination about
$0 Judges could hear a chalienge  than 200 companies, had chal- wmnhencxmepsrou)dbem
from the hemp industry, which  Jenged the legality of the ban  near future.
has boen aliowed to sell its prod-  and applavded Friday’s decl- Hemp i an (ndustrial plant
ucts while awaiting the court's  sion. related to marijuana. Pidber

duction and distribution of all
goods containing THC that were
intended for human donsump-

Hemp food sellers say their
products are full of nutrition,

the active ingredient in mari-
Juana that it's impossible to feel
any drug-like effects.

In June 2008, the court first
overtuned the DEA ban after
finding the agency didn't pro-
vide enough warning or allow
pubdlic comment before impos-
ing it. In that decision, the court
did not decide the ban's Jegality

- only that the vmmemd)d
n({olmmptrwm

procedure.

But by March 23, even be
fore the court had made its first
ruling, the DEA had solklltd
pubdlic comment and issued
new ban. llnslhekﬂlkyo(

appeals

cosmet-  that second ban the

a dous nutri-

lloculmdmwimoutmew\ W:d«umkwmr
-oocuring - emmentout there harassing the  nation of @ complex case,

tained within or derived from " In Octoder 200), the DEA first
marijuana,” the court ruled,  The DEA was still reviewing  declared that food products con-
noting it's not passidle to get  the declsion Friday and would  taining even trace amounts of
high from products with only not comment, spokesman Bill  THC would be banned under the
trace amounts of the mind-ater-  Grant sald. Department of Jus- - Controlled Substances Act. The
ing chemical. tice spokesman Charles Miller  DEA ordervd a halt to the pro-

- oourt ruled

against Priday.

Hemp industry officials said
the decision would likely boost
sales bocause many retallers
had been reluctant to sell hemp
products.

“Thelr ban was a real setback
for the Industry initially,” said
Eric Steenstra, president of the
Jobbying group Vote Hemp. “But
1 think this ruling makes it clear
that hemp food is here to stay.”

wies
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STOPS HEMP SEED
SHIPMENT

DESPITE THE 2013 KENTUCKY
LAW THAT SET A REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK FOR GROWING HEMP
AND THE 2014 FARM BILL THAT
LEGALIZED HEMP PRODUCTION
FOR RESEARCH, IN MAY THE DEA
SEIZED A 250 POUND SHIPMENT
OF HEMP SEED IN LOUISVILLE.

THE STATE SUED IMMEDIATELY,
AND WITHIN A WEEK, THE SEEDS
WERE RELEASED BY THE DEA
UPON THE APPLICATION AND
APPROVAL OF A CONTROLLED-
SUBSTANCES IMPORT PERMIT
AND PERMISSION TO INSPECT
HEMP STORAGE FACILITIES.

THE PARK CITY DAILY NEWS, MAY 18, 2014

DEA backs down on hemp hold

LOUISVILLE (AP) — There
has been an apparent break-
through in the battle over industri-
al hemp seeds seized by customs
agents in Louisville.

Late Tuesday afternoon, the
Drug Enforcement Administration
has decided to back down and
release the seeds for a hemp pilot
project.

Kentucky Agriculture
Commissioner James Comer
planned to take the DEA to fed-
eral court Wednesday to force it to
follow a new federal law.

According to Comer, the DEA
wanted to attach various condi-
tions before it would even con-
sider handing over the industrial
hemp seeds.

Now the two sides have agreed
on one condition.

“The first phone call —it was just
an utter disregard for federal legis-
lation, the Farm Bill,” Comer said.

By the last phone call between
the DEA and the Kentucky
Agriculture Department on
Tuesday, the two sides appear to
have reached an agreement that by
the end f the week it will release to
agriculture officials a 250-pound
shipment of hemp seeds being

held by customs agents.

“There’s only a small window
of opportunity to plant these
seeds,” Comer said.

An agriculture department offi-
cial said the DEA will only require
the Agriculture Department to
apply for an import permit, a pro-
cess the DEA pledges to expedite
so that the seeds can be released
by the end of the week.

“The farm bull clearly states that
we have the authority in Kentucky
because we passed state regula-
tory framework, to be able to con-
duct pilot projects with research
universities.”

like the University of
Kentucky,” Comer said.

It appears to be a better reso-
lution than in 1996, when actor
‘Woody Harrelson was arrested in
rural Kentucky for ceremoniously
planting four hemp seeds.

This Friday, Comer plans to join
hemp supporters in rural Kentucky
again to plant hemp seeds to usher
in the rebirth of a cash crop out-
lawed here since 1937 because it
looked similar to marijuana.



RULE ON HEMP AND CBD

THE DEA UNVEILS PROPOSED RULES FOR HEMP AND CBD TO COMPLY WITH THE
2018 FARM BILL. HEMP PRODUCERS ARE CONCERNED THAT THIS RULE MAKES
HEMP-DERIVED EXTRACTS EXCEEDING CONCENTRATIONS OF 0.3 PERCENT A-9
THC DURING PROCESSING OR TRANSPORTATION SUBJECT TO DEA ENFORCEMENT
UNDER THE CONTROLLED SUBSTANCES ACT.

PHOTO BY MARCO JI,




HELP US KEEP THE
DEA OUT OF HEMP'S
BUSINESS

HEMPSUPPORTER.COM



