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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

U.S. Hemp Leaders Unite on Plan of Action as Deliberations
Over 2023 Farm Bill Approach

Key industry stakeholders convened at the NoCo9 Hemp Expo in March to finalize a policy
document that 31 nonprofit organizations have now signed.

WASHINGTON, D.C. (April 24, 2023) — As the 2023 Farm Bill deliberations approach, U.S. hemp
leaders are united behind a plan of action. And this unprecedented alliance among 31 nonprofit
hemp organizations portends promise for congressional enactment of the industry’s agenda.

This winter, three of the nation’s leading hemp organizations — Hemp Industries Association
(HIA), National Industrial Hemp Council (NIHC) and U.S. Hemp Roundtable (USHR) — joined in
collaboration for the very first time to develop a series of policy priorities for enactment in the
2023 Farm Bill. The three groups then asked industry leader Morris Beegle to convene a
meeting of more than 75 key hemp stakeholders at the leading national hemp gathering that he
produces, the NoCo Hemp Expo. After an intense discussion, and follow-up breakout groups to
expound on the deliberations, a priority policy document was finalized. Since then, 31 state,
regional and national nonprofit organizations have signed on in support.

The document, attached hereto, lists nine key policy priorities for consideration by

Congress. These include requiring FDA to regulate hemp extracts such as CBD; easing the
regulatory burden on hemp farmers; repealing the hemp felon ban from the 2018 Farm Bill; and
addressing THC limits for hemp. This document is being shared with key members of Congress


https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=83898733&msgid=2176294&act=NLZ3&c=607027&pid=6736059&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nocohempexpo.com%2F&cf=2023&v=ba3ce746c0f919e017e5823f2b904a303f2d139913eabaa76f0ebcb7ce2d078a
https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=83898733&msgid=2176294&act=NLZ3&c=607027&pid=6736059&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fnocohempexpo.com%2F&cf=2023&v=e814728bcb97e32b0fc5d2a8c9c562edb36944ee83b6dc5f9452a781814b975f

and will serve as the foundation for drafting legislative language to be included in the Farm Bill.

NIHC President and CEO Patrick Atagi praised the work of the hemp industry for broadly
coming together to endorse hemp priorities and hemp-specific Farm Bill priorities. “’"Working
Together Works’ are true words taught to me by my mentor, former USDA Undersecretary
William ‘Bill’ Hawks,” Atagi said. “l am glad to see the hemp industry come together; it is a sign
of great things to come.”

“This is an historic moment for hemp,” stated Jonathan Miller, USHR’s General Counsel. “The
five years since legalization have been challenging, and the 2023 Farm Bill is our next and best
opportunity to take this industry a step forward. The unity within the industry is remarkable and
telling: Our shared voice will resonate with Congress and help us turn this opportunity into
meaningful progress for hemp farmers and product consumers.”

Said Morris Beegle, co-founder and president of We Are For Better Alternatives, or WAFBA:
"The last five years have taught us a lot, and more than anything, that we as stakeholders need
to align our interests and our voices going into the 2023 Farm Bill so that we correct the
regulatory deficiencies that have plagued the growth and development of this nascent industry.
I'm optimistic and encouraged by so many organizations coming together at this time to
collaborate and work in unison to improve the future of the hemp industry."
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Hemp Industry Priorities For The 2023 Farm Bill

ENDORSED BY INDUSTRY LEADERS
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Regulate CBD Now Bolster The USDA Hemp Program

USDA staff has done a great job with limited resources in the
development of the new domestic hemp industry. To further
build the industry, the agency needs additional funding: to
be prepared for administering hemp production in additional
states and tribes; to properly staff a USDA-led interdepart-
mental hemp working group; to include hemp in biofuels
support and R&D programming; and to create a USDA hemp
research center. Funding should also be increased for tribes
and states that continue to administer their own hemp
programs.

The continuing absence of FDA regulation for CBD and other
hemp derivatives has resulted in a more than 90% collapse
of commodity prices and unregulated products posing health
and safety concerns. Legislation requiring FDA to requlate
hemp extracts allowed in dietary supplements and food and
beverage additives would boost farming opportunities and
protect consumers.

Hemp As A Specialty Crop

Hemp remains on some lists as an ineligible commodity, for
example in the USDA Specialty Crops Block Grant. The hemp
definition should be in @a manner consistent with the federal
definition of a specialty crop. Hemp should be permanently

Repeal The Hemp Felon Ban

The 2018 Farm Bill prohibits convicted drug felons who

and fully dual-designated as both a commodity and specialty
crop, depending on the purpose for which it is grown, availing
all hemp producers of the same benefits and support programs
as those available to producers of other commodities and
specialty crops domestically and internationally.

have completed their sentences from participating in hemp
production. The Free to Grow Act of 2023 removes language
banning any persons convicted of a drug felony from obtaining
a license to grow or process hemp. Individuals that have paid
their time should be able to grow a perfectly legal crop.

Promote Hemp Research At HBCUs, Tribal Colleges And Hispanic Serving Institutions

The hemp industry benefits from research by such institutions, yet much more research is needed. We also strongly support the
goal of increasing resources and opportunities for underserved communities. By increasing the nation’s Centers of Excellence at
Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs), from six to ten, and by supporting research at Tribal Colleges, and Hispanic
Serving Institutions, these critical institutions can partner with the hemp industry to promote expanded hemp research and

development toward that goal.
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Remove The Requirement For DEA Registration of Hemp Testing Labs

The USDA currently requires laboratories that test THC levels in hemp to be certified by the DEA. While USDA has suspended this
rule twice — for good reason — a permanent requirement would create a bottleneck for producers, creating delays that can result
in lost profits. There are many labs certified by trusted international agencies that are equipped and capable of THC testing.

Permit Hemp Grain For Animal Feed

Ease Regulatory Burdens on Hemp Farmers

Remove the requirement for hemp seed ingredients to obtain Current THC testing and sampling requirements are
premarket approval for companion, exotic, equine and other burdensome to farmers, particularly those growing for fiber,
non-production animals would help launch a profitable hemp grain and seed. We support the objective of the Industrial
animal feed industry, while ensuring end-product testing to Hemp Act of 2023 to reduce regulatory barriers for farmers
verify consistency and compliance with existing jurisdictional and provide them with the certainty needed to continue to
manufacturing licensing and product registration invest their time and treasure into meeting the growing
requirements. demand for hemp grain and fiber crops across the country.

We will work as a unified industry with the National
Association of State Departments of Agriculture, Congress,
and USDA to address the needs and concerns of regulators
and stakeholders toward reaching this objective.

Addressing THC Levels for Hemp

While the current legal benchmark for hemp - 0.3% delta-9

THC on a dry weight basis - has posed challenges, minor Endorsed By

adjustments to statute can reduce risk for farmers, provide American Herbal Products Association
certainty to processors and protect consumers, all without California Hemp Council

altering that basic definition: Colorado Hemp Association

Georgia Hemp Association
Global Hemp Association
Hemp Alliance of Tennessee

* Hemp Crops: Too often, as a result of climate and soil
conditions or due to errors in sampling and testing,

farmers are unduly forced to destroy hemp that is Hemp Industries Association
believed to exceed the federal THC threshold. Congress iHemp Michigan
should mandate that crops shall be deemed compliant Indigenous Cannabis Industry Association
unless they exceed 1% total THC, as defined by USDA. Kentucky Hemp Association
* |n-Process Hemp Extract: THC levels in hemp naturally faristam instiuts

Midwest Hemp Council

spike during processing - including trimming, milling, National Animal Supplement Council
and extracting - creating a gray area in the supply chain, National Cannabis Industry Association
increasing risk to processors and farmers alike. National Hemp Growers Association
Congress should create a safe harbor for the storage, National Industrial Hemp Council
transportation, and sale of in-process hemp extract Native Health Matters

North Carolina Cannabis Business Commission
Realm of Caring
South Dakota Industrial Hemp Association

between properly licensed businesses so long as it is not
marketed or sold to consumers.

¢ Finished Products: Due to FDA inaction, hemp products Spartan Sword
today are often under-regulated for safety and Texas Hemp Coalition
transparency. Congress should develop a framework to Texas Hemp Growers Association
preempt state laws that criminalize hemp products, while U.S. Hemp Authority

U.S. Hemp Building Association
U.S. Hemp Roundtable
U.S. Hemp Sustainability Foundation

working with hemp industry stakeholders, scientists, and
laboratories to determine uniform labeling requirements,

age restrictions where appropriate, and other safety Veterinary Cannabis Society
guidelines. Virginia Hemp Coalition
Vote Hemp

We.Are. For. Better. Alternatives.

Follow the U.S. Hemp Roundtable


https://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=83898733&msgid=2176294&act=NLZ3&c=607027&pid=6736059&destination=https%3A%2F%2Fhempsupporter.com%2F&cf=2023&v=4c2d3e53c4169026baab65c7bc57d66623137e5d4f2ba1605943a44b13a731de

o ® o

Contact
Morris Beegle, WAFBA, info@nocohempexpo.com
Steven Hoffman, Compass Natural, steve@compassnaturalmarketing.com, tel 303.807.1042
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